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PROCEEDINGS 

The  thirty-sixth  annual  session  of  the  Farmers  State  Alli- 
ance of  North  Carolina  convened  at  Mt.  Gould,  by  the  side 
of  the  Chowan  River,  Bertie  County,  N.  C,  on  August  8th 
and  9th,  1922,  and  was  called  to  order  by  President  B.  F.  Shel- 
ton  promptly  at  12  o'clock  m.  The  meeting  opened  in  the  fol- 
lowing order :  Address  of  Welcome  to  the  Farmers  State 
Alliance  to  Bertie  County,  by  Judge  F.  D.  Winston,  who  was 
at  his  best ;  response  by  Lecturer  H.  M.  Cates,  who  always  does 
things  well;  song,  "America,"  and  prayer  by  Chaplain,  after 
which  the  President  declared  this  the  thirty-sixth  annual  ses- 
sion open  and  ready  for  business.  The  Executive  Committee 
then  presented  through  their  chairman  an  appropriate  resolu- 
tion on  the  life  and  death  of  Brother  T.  J.  Oldham,  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee,  who  died  since  we  last  met,  which 
was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.  "Asleep  in  Jesus,"  was  sung  and 
prayer  offered  by  Brother  P.  C.  Caldwell,  secretary  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

After  which  the  President  appointed  the  following  brethren 
Committee  on  Credentials:  E.  Cullipher,  J.  A.  McKeel,  and 
T.  F.  Cherry.  The  Alliance  then  adjourned  for  dinner  until 
2  o'clock  p.  m. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Promptly  at  2  o'clock  the  President  called  the  Alliance  to 
order.  The  committee  on  credentials  then  reported  all  counties 
as  recorded  below  entitled  to  seats  as  delegates,  the  same  being 
adopted : 

Alamance — H.  M.  Cates. 

Bertie — J.  F.  Stokes,  E.  Cullipher. 

Cumberland — S.  J.  McLaurin,  Prof.  V.  A.  Moore,  J.  C.  Bain. 

Edgecombe — J.  B.  Brake,  J.  L.  Cherry. 

Guilford — G.  T.  Lane. 

Johnson — L.  L.  Creech. 

Lenoir —  ( Not  represented ) . 

Orange — J.   H.   Evans. 

Wilson — J.  A.  McKeel. 

Wayne — P.  C.  Caldwell. 
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The  President  made  a  splendid  verbal  address  to  the  brethren 
referring  to  the  history  and  the  good  work  of  our  organization 
the  past  36  years  in  helping  build  the  agricultural  and  educa- 
tional interests  of  our  State,  and  as  he  viewed  the  future  there 
was  plenty  of  good  to  be  done  by  our  organization,  that  we 
had  adequate  funds  and  the  same  should  be  spent  only  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  brethren  and  the  building  up  of  the 
organization. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  following  committees: 

Committee  on  Resolutions — T.  B.  Parker,  J.  B.  Brake,  S.  J. 
McLaurin. 

Committee  on  Lecturing — J.  H.  Evans,  H.  M.  Cates,  W.  L. 
Baker. 

Committee  on  Constitution — E.  Cullipher,  J.  C.  Bain,  J.  L. 
.  Cherry. 

Committee  on  Memorial — T.  B.  Parker,  C.  F.  Cates,  H.  H. 
Thompson. 

Reports  were  then  called  for  by  the  President  from  the 
officers  of  the  Alliance.  Secretary-Treasurer  and  B.  A.  re- 
ported as  follows: 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  State  Alliance: 

Brethren — I  regret  that  I  am  unable  in  this  report  to  lay 
before  you  a  statement  of  increased  activity  of  the  Alliance  in 
North  Carolina.  Our  membership  is  just  about  the  same  as  it 
was  one  year  ago.  The  history  of  farmer  organizations  in  the 
past  does  not  encourage  us  to  hope  for  as  large  and  stable 
membership  as  there  should  be,  but  it  does  establish  the  fact 
that  they  have  always  tended  to  the  better  condition  of  agricul- 
ture; this  is  true  of  the  Alliance.  While  it  has  not  the  members 
it  once  had,  still  the  demands  they  have  made  and  the  argument 
they  have  brought  forward  in  justice  to  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  our  State  have  been  abundantly  fruitful,  and  I  urge  upon 
the  brethren  the  importance  of  work  during  the  ensuing  year 
of  building  up  the  membership  of  the  Alliance.  Let's  not  wait 
for  the  "other  fellow" — let's  do  it  ourselves.  My  books  and 
papers  are  in  the  hands  of  your  Executive  Committee,  who  will 
report  to  you  their  findings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.   C.   BAIN, 
Secretary-Treasurer  and   B.   A. 
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The  Vice  President,  Chaplain,  and  Lecturer  made  verbal  re- 
ports and  short  addresses  to  the  brethren,  all  of  which  were  in- 
teresting and  instructive. 

It  was  moved  and  unanimously  carried  that  all  State  officers, 
from  President  to  Steward,  be  required  to  present  a  written 
report  at  each  annual  State  meeting. 

Brother  T.  B.  Parker  was  then  called  on  to  address  the 
brethren,  also  a  number  of  sisters.  He  pleasantly  responded, 
giving  us  some  sound  and  thoughtful  advice,  pointing  to  the 
great  educational  work  our  order  had  accomplished  and  the 
possibilities  for  it  in  the  future.  Also  Brother  C.  F.  Cates,  of 
our  Executive  Committee,  delivered  an  excellent  address  on  the 
question  of  the  great  need  of  agricultural  education  among  our 
North  Carolina  farmers,  and  the  necessity  of  their  being  well 
organized. 

Carried  that  the  first  order  of  business  tomorrow  morning 
be  the  election  of  officers. 

The  Executive  Committee  made  their  report  as  follows  and 
the  same  was  adopted : 

August   8th,   1922. 
To    the    Delegates    and    Members    of    the    North    Carolina    State 
Alliance  in  session  assembled: 

We  submit  the  report  of  H.  E.  Thompson,  Trustee,  as  follows 
(herewith  submitted);  also  of  J.  C.  Bain,  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  B.  A.,  as  follows  (attached),  both  reports  hereunto  attached 
and  upon  examination  are  approved  by  your  committee. 

J.  A.  DAVIS,  Chairman, 
P.    C.    CALDWELL,    Secretary. 

STATEMENT   SECRETARY-TREASURER  AND   STATE  B.  A. 

Balance  on  hand  August  9th,  1921: 

N.    C.    State   bond $       500.00 

Cash      308.06 

$       808.06 

Receipts 

Commission    on   sales 3.20 

Interest    on    bond 20.00 

From   Va.-C.    C.    Co 108.25 

Sale    of    safe 113.20 

Pees    and    dues 72.70 

317.35 

$    1,125.41 
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Expenses  as  per  itemized  statement $       273.01 

Salary     200.00 


473.01 


652.40 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  C.  BAIN, 
Secretary-Treasurer   and    R.   A. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE'S   STATEMENT   OF   FUNDS   IN 
HANDS  OF  TRUSTEE 

Balance  on  hand  August  11th,  1922: 

N.    C.    bonds $  6,500.00 

U.  S.  bonds 100.00 

Cash   in   bank 6,910.50 

Clark    note    1,400.00 

Note  of  N.   W.    Brown 5,396.25 

Note  Lewis  Collins 733.50 


$21,040.25 


Receipts 

Interest  on  bonds $  264.00 

Interest   on    notes . 624.12 

Interest   on    bank   savings 5  8  0.25 

Cash    on    notes 5,065.45 


Paid   expense  to   State   meeting   and   offi- 
cers      $       301.41 

Paid   taxes 275.30 


6,533.82 


$27,574.07 


$        576.71 


Assets 

Note   S.    W.    Kenney $       500.00 

U.    S.    bond 100.00 

N.   C.  bonds 6,500.00 

Note  of  Clark 1,400.00 

Note  of  N.  W.  Brown 5,396.25 

Note  of  Collins 733.50 

Cash    in    bank 12,367.61 


26,997.36 


$27,574.07 


Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  E.  THOMPSON,  Trustee  B.  i 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  until  8  o'clock  this  evening. 
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EVENING  SESSION 

Alliance  was  called  to  order  promptly  at  8  o'clock  by  our 
worthy  President,  Shelton. 

Committee  on  Resolutions  asked  for  more  time  in  which  to 
make  their  report,  which  was  granted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Committee  on  Memorial  reported  as  follows : 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  profound  sorrow  that  your  committee 
must  chronicle  the  death  of  the  following  brethren  occurring  since 
our  last  annual  meeting:  Thomas  J.  Oldham  and  Samuel  Gill,  of 
Orange  County;  J.  M.  Mitchell,  of  Wayne  County;  J.  W.  Den- 
mark, of  Wake  County;  W.  A.  Cook,  of  Cumberland  County,  and 
Worley  Coward,  of  Bertie  County.  The  Farmers  Alliance  had 
no  more  loyal  or  devoted  members  than  were  these  brethren. 
Their  lives  were  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the  Alliance 
and  their  good  works  were  known  and  appreciated  by  the  people 
of  their  communities.  Brothers  Oldham  and  Denmark  were 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Alliance  for 
a  number  of  years  and  gave  to  the  organization  their  very  best 
service.  They  were  wise  counsellors  and  men  of  strong  convic- 
tions. They  stood  for  the  right  in  all  their  dealings  with  matters 
pertaining  to  the  Alliance.  Brother  Mitchell  was  twice  elected 
President  of  the  State  Alliance  and  was  known  as  one  of  the 
State's  most  devoted  Alliancemen.  Brother  Gill  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  Door  Keeper  at  the  State  Alliance  and  ever  per- 
formed his  duties  with  conscientious  allegiance  to  the  order. 
Brothers  Cook  and  Coward  were  no  less  devoted  to  the  Alliance 
than  were  the  brethren  above  mentioned.  They  were  held  in 
highest  esteem  by  all  who  knew  them  and  were  loved  and  known 
for  their  honesty  and  good  deeds  in  their  communities.  These 
brethren  will  be  missed  in  their  sub-Alliances  and  in  the  State 
Alliance.  Their  wise  counsel  and  clean  lives  will  live  in  our 
memory  and  be  a  benediction  to  us,  ever  encouraging  us  to 
higher  ideals  and  nobler  purposes.  May  we  profit  by  their 
examples  of  upright  living  and  regard  for  their  fellow  man. 
Respectfully   submitted, 

T.    B.   PARKER,   Chairman   Committee. 

Brother  J.  H.  Evans,  our  chaplain,  spoke  feelingly  on  the 
lives  and  deaths  of  our  deceased  brethren,  followed  by  Brother 
J.  A.  Davis  on  the  life  of  Brother  Oldham;  Brother  Parker, 
feelingly  on  the  life  and  death  of  Brothers  Oldham  and  Den- 
mark; Brother  C.  F.  Cates,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, on  the  lives  of  Brothers  Oldham  and  Denmark,  he  hav- 
ing the  pleasure  of  serving  with  them  on  said  committee  for 
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years.  Brethren  H.  M.  Cates  and  P.  C.  Caldwell  spoke  on  the 
life-work  of  Brother  Mitchell,  Brother  Caldwell  stating  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks  that  Brother  Mitchell  was  the  most 
progressive  Christian  gentleman  of  his  neighborhood.  Brethren 
Baker,  Cullipher,  Lane,  and  Bain  spoke  feelingly  of  the  good 
works  in  the  lives  of  Brethren  Coward  and  Cook.  At  the 
close  of  the  memorial  service  our  worthy  President  spoke, 
pointing  out  the  importance  of  our  living  lives  as  he  believed 
each  of  our  deceased  Brethren  did,  in  readiness  for  the  call  by 
our  God  to  the  "great  beyond." 

The  resolution  of  the  committee  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Committee  on  Lecturing  then  reported  as  follows  and  report 
was  adopted : 

We,  your  Committee  on  Lecturing,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following:  That  we  feel  the  need  of  more  lecture  work,  and  we 
recommend: 

1st.  That  our  State  Lecturer  be  empowered  to  employ  such 
assistant  help  as  in  his  judgment  would  be  to  the  advancement 
of  the  Alliance. 

2nd.   We  would   urge   on   each   member   of   our   order   to   ever 
bear  in  mind  that  our  success  not  only  depends  on  our  Lecturer, 
but   on   individual   work,   also   realizing   that   it  is   only   through 
co-operative  work  that  we  can  accomplish  anything. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  L.  BAKER, 
J.  H.  EVANS, 
H.  M.  CATES, 

Committee. 

Committee  on  Constitution  reported  as  follows: 

That  Article  1,  Sec.  3  and  Sec.  6,  be  and  hereby  is  submitted 
to  the  Alliance  for  their  consideration.  Said  sections  pertaining 
to  representation  of  sub-Alliances  to  the  State  Alliance. 

After  discussion,  the  question  was  unanimously  tabled. 
The  Alliance  then  adjourned  until  8  o'clock  tomorrow  a.  m. 

MORNING  SESSION 

August  9th,  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order 
with  President  Shelton  in  the  chair.     The  brethren  and  sisters 
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sang  "America,"  "Leaning  on  the  Everlasting  Arms,"  and  other 
selections,  after  which  the  election  of  officers  was  engaged  in, 
which  resulted  as  follows: 

President — E.  Cullipher,  Bertie  County. 

Vice-President — J.  C.  Bain,  Cumberland  County. 

Sec.-Treas.  and  B.  A. — T.  F.  Cherry,  Edgecombe  County. 

Chaplain — J.  H.  Evans,  Hertford  County. 

Lecturer — H.  M.  Cates,  Alamance  County. 

Steward — H.  H.  Thompson,  Orange  County. 

D.  K— G.  T.  Lane,  Guilford  County. 

Executive  Committeeman,  for  5  years — C.  F.  Cates,  Ala- 
mance County. 

Executive  Committeeman,  to  fill  unexpired  term  of  J.  T. 
Oldham,  deceased — L.  L.  Creech,  Johnston  County. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  then  installed  by  Installing 
Officer  Bro.  T.  B.  Parker. 

It  was  moved  and  unanimously  carried  by  a  rising  vote  that 
the  thanks  of  this  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Session  of  the  State 
Alliance  are  hereby  tendered  to  President  B.  F.  Shelton  and 
Sec.-Treas.  and  B.  A.  J.  C.  Bain  for  their  untiring  services 
during  their  terms  of  office. 

A  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mrs.  L.  P. 
Harrell  and  the  Bertie  County  Alliance  brethren  and  sisters 
for  their  splendid  care  and  entertainment  of  the  State  Alliance. 

Carried,  that  we  respectfully  solicit  Bro.  T.  B.  Parker  to 
prepare  a  concise  report  of  our  meeting  and  present  it  to  "the 
press"  for  publication  on  his  return  to  Raleigh. 

Carried,  that  we  urge  our  brethren  as  far  as  possible  to  use 
and  encourage  the  sale  of  our  brands  of  fertilizer. 

A  number  of  Bertie  County  ladies  arrived  and  were  invited 
to  sit  in  the  session  of  the  Alliance. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  then  presented  their  report 
and  the  same  was  unanimously  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RESOLUTIONS 

Reviewing  the  activities  of  the  Farmers  Alliance  since  its 
organization  in  North  Carolina,  thirty-six  years  ago,  we  con- 
gratulate the  membership  on  the  purposes  and  objects  put  forth 
by  the  Alliance,  which  later  met  the  approval  of  the  public  and 
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have  been  put  in  operation  by  our  National  and  State  law  makers. 
This  fact  is  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and  farsightedness  of  those 
who  laid  the  foundation  upon  which  the  Alliance  was  built. 

The  sub-treasury,  one  of  the  demands  brought  out  by  the 
Alliance,  and  at  the  time  thought  to  be  impracticable  by  many, 
has  found  its  equivalent  in  the  present  day  bonded  warehouses, 
which  hold  out  a  promise  of  better  prices  for  our  farm  crops  that 
may  be  stored  in  them  and  sold  collectively  in  a  business-like 
manner. 

The  longer  school  terms  advocated  by  the  Alliance  have  grown 
from  the  then  few  weeks  term  to  the  present  six  months  term 
and  compulsory  attendance,  which  promises  us  within  a  few 
years  a  better  educated  rural  citizenship. 

The  one-room  one-teacher  rural  school  houses  have  practically 
disappeared  and  in  their  places  are  more  commodious  buildings 
with  well  trained  teachers,  and  in  many  sections  magnificent 
brick  structures  arranged  for  high  schools,  having  a  faculty  that 
would  be  a  credit  to  any  of  our  cities. 

There  are  many  other  evidences  of  progress;  splendid  homes, 
better  cultivated  farms  and  diversified  crops,  more  pure-bred 
live  stock,  rural  telephones,  good  roads,  etc.,  all  of  which  testify 
to  the  progressive  spirit  of  our  people. 

Especially  are  we  proud  of  the  standing  of  our  State  in  her 
crop  values  as  compared  with  the  other  States  of  the  Union, 
advancing  from  a  very  low  position  at  the  time  the  Alliance  was 
first  organized,  to  that  of  fourth  place  in  crop  values,  all  crops 
considered.  While  this  is  a  record  we  should  be  proud  of,  it 
should  also  stimulate  us  to  still  greater  endeavor,  that  of  reduc- 
ing the  cost  of  production  by  better  methods  of  farming  so  as  to 
give  to  our  people  profits  commensurate  with  their  labor  and 
invested  capital. 

Therefore,  we  offer  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved:  1st.  That  we  again  pledge  our  allegiance  to  the 
declared  purposes  of  the  Farmers  Alliance  in  its  efforts  to  benefit 
humanity  and  especially  the  argricultural  classes  by  encouraging 
our  rural  people  to  give  heed  to  the  importance  of  better  schools 
and  larger  school  attendance  in  every  community. 

2nd.  That  law  enforcement  is  necessary  for  protection  and 
safety.  Therefore,  we  all  enjoin  our  membership  to  sustain  civil 
officers  in  maintaining  law  and  order,  and  to  refuse  to  condone 
lawlessness  of  any  description. 

3d.  That  in  the  co-operative  marketing  movement,  whereby 
better  selling  arrangements  are  to  be  inaugurated,  insuring  to 
farmers  better  prices  for  their  farm  products,  we  are  offered  a 
more  business-like  method  of  disposing  of  our  farm  crops,  there- 
fore, we  welcome  the  co-operative  marketing  associations  and 
pledge  to  them  our  hearty  co-operation  and  support. 
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4th.  Inasmuch  as  money  is  a  medium  of  exchange  and  is  neces- 
sary for  the  transaction  of  business  throughout  the  world,  and 
can  be  used  by  those  who  control  it  to  stimulate  or  depress  prices 
of  any  commodity  to  the  advantage  of  preferred  interests  and  to 
the  detriment  of  others;  and  believing  in  the  justice  of  equal 
rights  to  all  and  special  privileges  to  none,  we  respectfully  re- 
quest our  Senators  and  Representatives  of  Congress  to  work  for 
a  revision  of  our  banking  laws  and  system  so  that  agriculture 
and  agricultural  products  shall  have  the  same  financial  consid- 
eration that  is  given  to  commerce,  manufacture  and  other  inter- 
ests in  procuring  loans  for  the  making  and  selling  of  agricultural 
products  similar  to  the  service  now  given  by  the  War  Finance 
Corporation. 

5th.  We  ask  that  our  congressmen  continue  their  active  oppo- 
sition to  the  tax  on  potash  in  the  tariff  bill  now  pending  in  Con- 
gress which  would  be  a  heavy  burden  on  our  people  if  enacted 
into  law,  and  would  necessarily  curtail  the  use  of  potash  in  crop 
production,  which  would  result  in  lessened  crop  yields  to  the 
detriment  of  the  entire  country. 

6th.  In  the  interest  of  permanent  soil  improvement  and  les- 
sened cost  of  production  of  our  crops,  we  urge  our  farmers  to 
plant  a  much  larger  acreage  in  winter  cover  crops,  giving  prefer- 
ence to  the  clovers,  vetches  or  other  leguminous  crops  because 
of  their  ability  to  secure  free  nitrogen  from  the  air;  and  that 
they  also  increase  the  acreage  in  summer  legumes,  such  as  cow 
peas,  soy  beans,  alfalfa  and  the  clovers. 

Every  farm  has  the  equivalent  of  a  "Muscle  Shoal"  plant  in 
the  air  above  it  if  the  owner  will  use  legumes  to  extract  the 
nitrogen  in  the  air  and  make  it  available  for  plant  food.  Plant 
more  of  these  crops  for  the  "land's  sake"  and  for  the  crop's  sake. 

7th.  That  we  endorse  the  extension  work  which  is  responsible 
for  so  much  of  the  agricultural  progress  in  our  State,  and  wish 
that  there  may  be  placed  an  active  and  competent  agent  in  every 
county  in  the  State  at  the  earliest  practicable  time. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  the  human  element,  the  family,  is 
the  greatest  factor  on  every  farm  and  is  entitled  to  first  consid- 
eration, we  especially  endorse  the  work  of  the  Home  Demonstra- 
tion agents  who  are  doing  a  great  work  in  improving  the  condi- 
tions in  the  farm  homes  by  introducing  improved  methods  of 
canning  and  preserving  vegetables,  meats  and  fruits,  thereby 
adding  variety  to  the  pantry  supplies  and  reducing  the  cost  of 
living  by  conserving  and  utilizing  fruits,  vegetables,  etc.,  that 
would  otherwise  go  to  waste.  This,  and  the  instructions  these 
Home  Agents  give  in  regard  to  sanitation,  health,  and  correct 
methods  of  living  and  the  various  other  helpful  suggestions 
should  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  entire  State  to  the  extent  of 
increasing  the  service  so  as  to  give  every  family  its  benefits. 
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Economy  in  Administration 

8th.  While  we  endorse  good  schools,  good  roads,  and  the  en- 
largement of  the  Extension  Service  and  other  things  calculated 
to  be  of  real  service  and  benefit  to  mankind,  we  are  not  unmind- 
ful that  our  people  are  heavily  burdened  by  taxes.  Therefore, 
we  urge  the  utmost  economy  in  the  administration  of  all  public 
service  by  the  elimination  of  all  possible  waste  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  same  and  that  rigid  economy  shall  be  exercised  in  the 
expenditure  of  all  public  funds. 

T.  B.  PARKER, 

J.  B.  BRAKE, 

S.   J.   McLAURIN, 

Committee. 

The  Alliance  then  adjourned  for  dinner. 

At  2  o'clock  p.  in.  the  Alliance  was  called  to  order  by  our 
newly  elected  President,  Bro.  Edie  Cullipher.  An  informal 
session  was  then  engaged  in  for  some  time,  at  the  close  of  the 
same.  The  question  of  the  necessity  of  rebuilding  the  member- 
ship of  the  Alliance  and  the  best  ways  and  means  to  do  the 
work  was  discussed.  Brethren  Lane,  Shelton  and  Parker  ad- 
vanced the  idea  and  plan  for  the  farmers  to  co-operate  more  in 
buying  their  family  supplies  by  sub-Alliances  and  distribute 
the  same  at  their  meetings. 

~No  further  business  appearing,  the  brethren  sang  "Blest  Be 
the  Tie  That  Binds,"  and  were  led  in  prayer  by  our  chaplain, 
after  which  the  President  announced  the  thirty-sixth  an- 
nual session  of  the  !N".  C.  Farmers  Alliance  closed,  to  meet  again 
second  Tuesday  in  August,  1923,  place  to  be  chosen  by  the 
Executive  Committee  and  the  Alliances  notified  by  May  1, 
1923. 

EDIE   CULLIPHER,  President. 

T.  E.  CHEERY,  Secretary. 

J.  C.  BAIN",  Acting  Secretary. 
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